






















































































STATE OF ARIZONA 
DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS 

ARIZONA PRISON COMPLEX LEWIS 
CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIONS UNIT 

 
 
 
TO:    William Dziadura 
 
FROM:  John Armstrong, Lewis-CIU Special Investigator 
 
DATE:  July 16, 2015 
   
SUBJECT: Kingman Prison Complex Disturbance 
 
Introduction 
 
On 07/02/2015 at approximately 2315 hours I was directed to respond to the Kingman 
Complex to assist with the investigation of an ongoing inmate disturbance.  I remained at 
the Kingman Complex, Hualapai Unit from my initial arrival at approximately 0300 
hours on 07/03/2015 until approximately 1500 hours on 07/03/2015.  During this time I 
was working with CIU Supervisor Juan Herrera.  Together we photographed damage and 
completed numerous inmate interviews related to potential criminal activity. 
 
On 07/05/2015 I returned to the Kingman Complex due to continuing riotous conduct by 
inmates. During this assignment I remained at the Kingman Complex until 07/08/2015 at 
approximately 1130 hours.  During this time I was working under the supervision of CIU 
Supervisor Brandon Rodarte and Manager William Dziadura.  During this time at the 
Kingman Complex I photographed facility damage and conducted several inmate and 
staff interviews.  Some information was gleaned from these interviews which could be an 
indicator as to underlying contributors to the cause of this disturbance.  Below I have 
documented that information. 
 
Information 
 
Inmate Interviews: 
 

 On 07/03/2015 I interviewed inmate  
regarding the Kingman Complex disturbance.  Inmate  was a 
witness to the incident that occurred on 07/02/2015 at approximately 2018 hours in Dorm 
4 between Officer Kemp and inmates  and .  Shortly after the 
disturbance began  can be seen on video inside of Dorm 4, A-Pod, providing 
a padlock to another inmate who is involved in the disturbance.  was willing 
to talk about the incident and discuss his involvement which he says was minimal.   
 



When I asked  his opinion regarding what caused the disturbance to happen 
he said it was due to the way the staff mistreats inmates at the Kingman Complex.  

 said in his opinion officers used excessive force when inmate was 
pepper sprayed by Officer Kemp.   said Officer Kemp was not threatened by 

and he never should have been pepper sprayed.   said that another 
example of a problem is that the medical treatment is substandard and he himself has not 
received proper treatment when he was sick.   mentioned that Lt. King was 
aware of his problem with the Medical Unit.  describes the staff at the 
Hualapai as being uncaring and insensitive to the needs of inmates. 
 

: On 07/03/2015 I also interviewed inmate  regarding his 
involvement.  said that the reason for the disturbance in his opinion is the way the 
correctional officers at the Kingman Complex treat inmates.  He said they are “dicks” 
referring to the correctional officers.  said he has been at Kingman Prison since 
2008 and the staff has always been abusive toward inmates. He suggested that the staff 
believes that because they are not DOC they can act however they want. 
 
Staff Interviews: 
 
Based on comments made by inmates regarding how Officer Kemp’s actions may have 
possibly sparked the disturbance at Hualapai I conducted two interviews with supervisory 
staff at Cerbat Unit focusing on Officer Kemp’s previous performance. 
 
Lt. James Morrish #680/Cerbat Unit:  On 07/06/2015 I interviewed Lt. Morrish in his 
office at the Cerbat Unit.  Lt. Morrish said he has worked with Officer Kemp for 
approximately one to one and a half years while both were assigned to the Cerbat Unit.  
Morrish described Kemp as being a “badge heavy” type of officer.  Morrish never had 
any major trouble with Kemp until mid-year 2014. Morrish described an incident 
between Black and Hispanic inmates.  In the incident there was tension related to a 
contraband cellular phone which was seized from a Hispanic inmate.  The inmates all 
believed Officer Kemp had intentionally released information to Hispanic inmates 
regarding a Black inmate who alerted officers to the contraband cell phone.  Kemp 
reportedly exposed the informant to the other race inmates which obviously caused 
tension between the Black and Hispanic inmates.  It also caused trouble between the 
inmates and Officer Kemp who they believed was intentionally trying to stir up problems 
on the yard.  Lt. Morrish said after this incident the warden would only allow Kemp to 
work outside perimeter patrol or a control room position until he was reassigned to the 
Hualapai Unit. 
 
Sgt. Rein Dose #635/Cerbat Unit:  On 07/06/2015 I interviewed Sgt. Dose in his office at 
the Cerbat Unit.  Sgt. Dose has known Kemp since Kemp started working at the Kingman 
Complex.  I asked Dose to describe how he felt about Kemp’s past performance.  Dose 
said that Kemp liked to argue and was sometimes borderline insubordinate.  Dose also 
told me about the incident in summer 2014 involving the cellular phone.  Dose said after 
that incident Kemp was restricted from working the yard until his transfer to the Hualapai 
Unit.  Dose was asked if he had any idea how other officers felt about Kemp.  Dose said 



he believed other officers did not like him because of his “super-cop attitude.”  I told 
Dose that Kemp had been described by others as “badge-heavy’ and asked if he would 
say the same thing and he said, “Yes.” 
 
Officer Rain #1454/Hualapai Unit: Officer Rain told me he was present on 07/02/2015 at 
approximately 2022 hours when the incident between Officer Kemp and inmates 

 and  occurred. Rain said Kemp was already angry 
with these two inmates because of an earlier argument.  Rain said the two inmates were 
in the horseshoe for about 10 minutes and were refusing to return to their pod.  Rain 
heard Officer Kemp tell the two inmates to return to their pod but they ignored him.  
Officer Rain said he heard one of the inmates ( ) say “What did you say to 
me?” and out of the corner of his eye Rain saw  step up to Kemp.  
approached Kemp to about 3 feet and stopped which did not seem threatening to Rain. 
Officer Rain did not hear Kemp give any additional commands to .  Rain told 
me Officer Kemp just deployed his can of pepper spray at .  Rain said that 
Kemp emptied his entire can of pepper spray onto .  was painted 
orange from the pepper spray and there was a fog of spray still in the air.  Some of the 
spray got onto  and also onto Rain.  Rain said he does not feel Kemp handled the 
situation correctly. 
 
I asked Rain if he was sure Kemp emptied his entire can of pepper spray instead of just a 
short blast and he said he was sure. Rain said Kemp sprayed his pepper spray for at least 
5 to 6 seconds.  Rain said he is not sure if Kemp’s can of pepper spray was full when he 
started but he is sure it was empty once he finished spraying .  Rain said after 
Kemp emptied his can of pepper spray onto  he left the building leaving Rain 
there alone with  and  in the horseshoe area.  Rain said he was able to 
cuff up  and get him out of the building.  Rain was unable to get  into 
restraints because he was soaked in pepper spray.  Rain described  as being 
“orange” from the pepper spray and slippery. Additionally, as Rain was attempting to 
gain compliance from  inmates inside of the pods began to break pod windows 
and throw things at him and other officers. 
 
I asked Rain to tell me about his perception of the mood of inmates and staff prior to this 
incident.  Rain told me the place was pretty “volatile.”  Inmates were angry about 
different issues such as movies being cancelled.  They were angry about being locked 
down all the time. The Muslim inmates were angry about problems with Ramadan 
services and not being released in time to eat.  Rain said you could just “see the tension” 
on the yard and you knew the hostility was there by the demeanor of the inmates. 
 
Closing 
 
During my stay at the Kingman Complex I interacted with many staff members.  In 
addition to formal interviews I was also involved in many informal conversations with 
staff.  In these conversations it became clear to me that many of the Kingman Prison staff 
was not surprised by this disturbance.  That feeling was also present in some of the 
formal interviews as previously indicated. 


